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Translated by Abu al-Hasan Malik Adam al-Akhdar 

Questioner: "Indeed tomorrow corresponds with the fourteenth of February which is 
recognized as Valentine's Day in the West, and some of our young men and women have 
been tempted by this holiday. So do you have a word of advice concerning this?" 

Shaykh Salih al-Suhaymi (<ojI 4k): "This was the topic of last Friday's khutbah (sermon), and 
perhaps someone from the students of knowledge recorded it, and I do believe that it was 
recorded in Masjid Amir Sultan. I elaborated on this in detail. In brief, I mentioned that this 
Valentine's Day contains seven objects of caution. 

First: Its origin goes back to the Romans; it was originally called Cupid's (Roman god of 
love) Day; so recognizing it is recognition of idolatry because it is imitation of the idolaters. 

Second: It is blind following of the Jews and Christians, and the Messenger of Allah H 
informed us of this, 'You will follow the ways of those who came before you...' it was said, 
'The Jews and Christians?' He said, 'And what other nation [could I mean] besides those?' 2 
and in another wording, 'The Persians and the Romans.' 3 

Third: It is imitation of the disbelievers in general. The Messenger of Allah H stated, 
'Whoever imitates a people, he is from them.' 4 



1 See http://www.ajurry.com/vb/showthread.php?t=25549 

2 Collected in the Sahih of al-Bukhari (no. 3195 and 6897) and Muslim in his Sahih (no. 4800) on the authority 
of Abu Said al-Khudri 4* 

3 This refers to the narration collected by al-Bukhari in his Sahih (no. 6896) and narrated by Abu Hurayrah 4Sk> 
that the Prophet #j said: "The Hour will not be established until my Ummah imitates the generations that 
preceded it handspan by handspan." It was said: "O Messenger of Allah, like the Persians and Romans?" He said: 
"And what other nation [could I mean] besides those?" 

4 This refers to the hadlth collected by Abu Dawud in his Sunan (no. 3494) on the authority of Abd Allah ibn 
'Umar 4s.. It was authenticed by al-AlbanT in Sahih al-Jami' (no. 6149) 
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Fourth: It is an innovation that has been newly introduced by the people, and whoever 
innovates in this affair of ours that which is not from it, it is rejected. 5 

Fifth: It is an abomination, and everything that takes place in its observance is an 
abomination from the meeting up of young men and women, the correspondence that takes 
place between them, the sending of heart-shaped Valentine's and what is similar to this of 
nonsense. All of this is imitation of the West, and we have been prohibited from imitating 
[the disbelieving people]. 

Sixth: Even those who are sensible among them (i.e. the disbelievers) have prohibited 
celebrating this holiday, until — I believe I heard that the Vatican, the distorted Christian 
Church, is stern in their prohibition of this matter. 

Last: It is based upon a great myth — concerning what is called love and what it leads to from 
corruption. So love, in their view, is merely fornication and what leads to it. Thus, it is upon 
us to be wary of imitating these disbelieving people. I believe this answer is adequate, and as I 
have previously mentioned, I have elaborated on this in the khutbah (Friday sermon). So we 
will suffice with this, and I commend you [to Allah's protection] until tomorrow's lesson. 
May the prayers and peace be upon the our Prophet Muhammad M, his family and 
companions." 



5 Here the Shaykh (*t)l <Uiia.) is alluding to the hadith collected by al-Bukhan in his Sahih (no. 2498) on the 
authority of 'Aishah, may Allah M be pleased with her, who said that the Prophet M stated: "Whoever innovates 
in this affair of ours that which is not from it, it is rejected." 



